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Full-Featured Digicam for the Seasoned Photographer

Text and photos by Jack and Sue Drafahl

One of the most recent digicams from Fujifilm has
given camera design a new twist. At first glance the
FinePix S602 Zoom camera looks like just another

digital zoom reflex camera, but not so. The S602 Zoom is a
new breed of digital camera that features a color LCD
monitor on the back of the camera, as well as an electronic
viewfinder which is particularly effective when shooting

This Blue Heron posed patiently for 40 exposures until the sun dropped below the horizon. The
S602 did a great job, despite rapidly changing and often difficult lighting and focusing conditions.
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under bright lighting conditions.
The S602 Zoom uses a third-generation M.7-inch Super

CCD that has become a hallmark of Fujifilm's line of digital
cameras. With 3.1 million effective pixels, the camera can
create images up to 2832x2128 (6.03 million pixels) using
Fujifilm's proprietary enhanced file system. Memory options
include both SmartMedia and Type II CompactFlash

(including IBM's 1GB Microdrive),
as the camera has slots for both.

The S602 features a choice of
sensitivity settings, including ISO
160, 200 and 400. You can even
expand your imaging potential with
ISO 800 and 1600 settings at
1280x960-pixel resolution.

The FinePix S602 has a very
comfortable ergonomic grip which
provides easy access to the shutter
release, Command and Mode dials.
The camera has a powerful built-in
6X optical zoom, equivalent to
35—210mm in the 35mm format.
With a maximum aperture off/2.8,
the lens is great for low-light
shooting.

The feature-rich S602 may, at
first, seem a little overwhelming to
the novice digital camera user.
However, the camera comes with a
helpful quick-start guide designed to



The Fujifilm FinePix S602 provides two options for composing and reviewing your images; a
color LCD panel on the back, and a sharp, 180,000-pixel electronic viewfinder. The latter is
handy when shooting under bright lighting conditions. The camera also features three
continuous shooting modes, ideal for capturing fast-moving subjects like this wind surfer.

Camera:
Category:
AF Performance
Metering Performance
Feature Set
Ease of Use
Ergonomics
Value

ease you into using the camera with the least amount of effort.
Once you feel comfortable with the camera's basic features,
you can begin to explore its many advanced capabilities.

Many of the S602's controls are found on its comfortable,
ergonomic hand grip. In addition to the shutter button,
you'll find a three-position switch for power on/off, record
and playback functions. The Command dial enables you to
adjust exposure compensation, flash options and continuous
shooting functions. The Mode dial is used to select the
desired exposure mode (options include Manual, Aperture-
Priority AE, Shutter-Priority AE, Auto, and Program).
There's also a Program Scene option which optimizes
aperture and shutter speed settings for landscapes,
portraiture, sports, night, and black-and-white photography.

FinePix S602
merDigicam

****
***

*****
****

*****
****

The built-in pop-up flash atop the
camera is activated by pressing a small
button on the left side of the flash. The
flash settings are selected with the flash
button and Command dial.

One of the camera's most impressive
features is the speed at which it operates.
There are three continuous shooting
options: The Top 5-Frames Continuous

Shooting mode allows you to capture up to 5 frames at 5 fps
while the shutter is depressed; the Final 5-Frames Continuous
Shooting mode permits an infinite number of shots at 5 fps
while the shutter is depressed, saving only the final 5 frames
taken prior to releasing the shutter. The Long-Period
Continuous Shooting mode allows you to capture up to 40
frames at 1.8 fps with 1280x960 resolution.

The S602 also features a movie recording mode that
enables you to capture VGA movie recordings with 640x480
resolution at 30 fps. You can also record movies with sound
at 320x240 resolution.

If your subject is closer than the standard minimum
focusing distance of 1.6 feet (in the wide-angle position),
simply press the Close-up button on the left side of the lens
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The full-featured
FinePix S602

features an
ergonomic

handgrip that
provides easy
access to the

shutter release,
Command and

Mode dials. The
camera offers a
wide variety of

manual and auto-
matic exposure
options, as well

as a choice of
user-selectable

ISO settings for
additional

creative control.
The f/2.8
maximum

aperture is great
for low-light

photography.

and you can now take photos of subjects from 3.9 inches to
2.6 feet. Press the Close-up button again and you'll enter the
Super Macro mode which permits you to shoot as close as
0.4 inches. The camera's precise autofocus system functions
well in either Macro mode. You can also switch to manual
focus and rotate the focus collar on the lens the old-
fashioned way.

The S602 boasts several shortcuts for quickly activating
camera functions with the press of a button and/or a twist of
the Command dial. For example, if you press the Shift button
for more than one second, a special menu will display control
functions for white balance, ISO, image quality, self-timer and
LCD brightness. There's also a handy Information button that
displays data about image sharpness, resolution, ISO, and
other variables that pertain to the image in question.

A small door on the side of the S602 hides the USB port
that's used to connect the camera to the computer for
downloading your images. There is also a Video Out port

that enables you to view images on a television screen.
We borrowed the FinePix S602 Zoom for a month, so we

had plenty of opportunities to experiment with its many
features. One of the first tests was an early-morning photo
expedition where we encountered beautiful flowers heavily
laden with dew. The Close-up function and built-in flash were
a perfect combination that allowed us to capture the flowers
intricate color and detail. We used both the LCD monitor on
the camera back and the electronic eyepiece viewfinder, and
preferred the latter for shooting close-up subjects.

A few days later we took a walk on the beach with our
daughter Kristy and her German Shepherd. They seemed like
perfect subjects on which to test the video features of the
camera. After taking a couple of high-speed still images, we
switched to the video function. The sun was very bright so
we used the eyepiece viewer to compose and capture our
scene. Then we reviewed the images using the larger LCD
monitor with our backs to the sun.

Our next stop was a hangout for wind surfers in the
Columbia Gorge. We stopped enroute to experiment with
some long exposures of cascading waterfalls and wide-angle
scenics. When we finally reached our destination, we were
pleased to see several daring wind surfers. The camera
performed well on our fast-moving subjects.

52 PHOTOGRAPHIC | JANUARY 2003 (Continued on page 102)



THE PHOTOGRAPHY PEOPLE

42 West 18th Street
(Bat. 5th & 6th Ave.)

New York, N.Y. 10011

* • •

Email: info@adorama.com

I www.adorama.com I

SSranFISAfO
l«OrmF,?SAK>ED-lf

NIKON REBATES itwiMuo

IJ-JSmmFWSEO-lF

»» MO Cams S4K
«.• J0mmf,2««0 M H
»• ammFJMFO »•
•III eOmFtfJATOUcnl 41.11
OH 105mT.F2!AfOUOT 71.81
71.81 mrntKOHiifS mm

mm iMsrmF/uED-FtFs mm

24!?OmmF/35-56AFD SMI O-TOmHltByHK mm
28-»mF33-56G II.H 28-100mr»F33-56G II •
28-105mmF/3V4S*FC «• »200mrn Frt 5-5 6 AH) 75.H

mmF!!«ra Tim TO-MOmr, F4-5 S ED AFD 36.B
SMOOmnHS-seEOWOVB IKK
85mmF21PCIkn> 1S4«
S8-SODX«FmSlM<»gNB.l1 SB« OX H TTI Sm«»HUI

Nikon
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AF SLR CAMERAS
FJ USA Oil New N80 USA Oil
F100 USA Cill IMS OSA Call
New NS5 Kit w/28-80 Lens - 281

NIKON N8O
• Fast and Intelligent AF

Performance:
• Focus Tracking
with Lode-On

• Five Full Coverage
AF Sensors:

• New Vari-Bnte AF
Sensor System:

• Exclusive • On Demand
Composition Assist Focusing Screen:

• Comprehensive Light Metering
System

NIKON LENSES

D ft S TYPE AF NIKKOR LENSES
All AF Nikkor lensei work effectively with the Nikon's Segment light
meter and S-segment TTL flash system. The AF Nikkor D-type lenses.
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NIKON N65
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ple point and
shoot
operation
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exposure modes
6 segment 3D Matrix Metering
Powerful 28mm built-in speedlight
Fast AF system
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;NUAL SLR CAMERAS

FM-3A Chrome 4W.1S S89.9S
FM^A Black 4W.9S «OJ.»5
FM-10 W3S-70 S Case...- J09.95 Ol
FM-3A Chrome Kit w/45/7 8 P 759.95 -
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35MM COMPl
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300/4 ED AF-S
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500/4 EDIF AF-S II
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1249.95
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5008 w«d FIT

70-210/4.5
TC201
TC301
TC14A
TC 14S

(49.95
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NIKON VIDEOTAPES
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FS, NWS, F100,
SB 28, SB28DX
& Master Series
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F-5 ACCESSORIES
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New C 3 (28«mm) 399.00
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Fujifilm FinePix
S602 Zoom
(Continued from page 52)

A few days before the camera was
due to be returned, we decided to take
it with us for one last walk. For days we
had been watching an elusive Blue
Heron fishing in the lake. Although he
had always remained well out of range,
today was different; he was standing
only about 50 feet away. We quickly
turned the camera to Program mode,
zoomed the lens to its extreme telephoto
position, and snapped the shutter.
Then we quickly took another and
another, certain that the bird would fly
away at any moment. For some reason,
on this day the Heron seemed very
willing to have his picture taken. He
stood still for vertical and horizontal
shots, wide-angle compositions,
overexposures, underexposures, and just
about every other possible combination
for some 40 exposures.

We only stopped when it became
too dark to continue shooting. What a
great way to end our testing. Priced at
$799.95, the Fujifilm FinePix S602 is a
high quality, full-featured camera that
delivers great results. For more
information, visit Fujifilm's website at
www.fujifilm.com. •

We used our daughter's dog Pepper to test

the S602's many still and video capabilities.


